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Refuge of Dreams
By Anton Flores

In 2004, with a medium security 
prison complete, CCA hired a 
warden for its empty facility. In 
2006, Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agreed to convert 
Stewart into one of  the nation’s 
largest immigration detention 
centers, now holding about 1,750 
detainees.

Immediately, hunger strikes 
began. Detainees denounced 
the conditions. At least one U.S. 
citizen was illegally detained and 
unimaginably deported. Two 
immigrants died. The list of  
alleged human rights and detention 
standards violations grew. The 
advocacy group Detention Watch 
Network calls Stewart one of  the 
nation’s 10 worst immigration 
detention facilities.

“People will come,” the 
character Terrence Mann says in 
“Field of  Dreams,” but what Mann 
says next is chilling when applied to 
those facing family separation via 
detention and deportation: “They’ll 
come... for reasons they can’t 
even fathom. They’ll turn up your 
driveway not knowing for sure why 
they’re doing it. They’ll arrive at 
your door as innocent as children, 
longing for the past.”

Where the children of  God suffer 
and are held captive to systems of  
oppression, there the church must 
be at its gates.

Last fall we held our ninth annual 
#ShutDownStewart rally, with 
about 1,000 people from across the 
U.S. converging on Stewart during 
last year’s rally.

In the 1989 movie drama ”Field 
of  Dreams,” Ray Kinsella hears a 
quiet voice tell him, “Build it, and 
they will come.” Obedient, he builds 
a baseball field in a remote cornfield 
that is beautiful and redemptive.

Today, hidden away in the hunting 
preserves of  rural Georgia, is another 
field, not a field of  dreams but a 
prison of  nightmares — Corrections 
Corporation of  America’s Stewart 
Detention Center.

Imagine CCA executives hearing 
a voice tell them, “Build it, and they 
will come.” Who will come? In this 
era of  mass incarceration of  mostly 
poor people of  color, it matters less 
who comes than that “they” are 
profitable.

Construction and failed 
negotiations went on for years. 

See “Dreams”
                 Page 5

See “mercy”
                  Page 6

Works of 
Mercy
— Visit the 

Prisoner, Clothe 
the Naked

By Elizabeth Dede

Recently, we received a letter from a 
man in his 40s. He had been in this 
country since he was 5 years old and 
had never returned to his country of  origin: Honduras. 
He wrote in perfect English. He was picked up on a 
non-violent offense and because he is undocumented, 
he was about to be deported to Honduras.

The Stewart Detention Center is an Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) prison run by the 
Department of  Homeland Security, and a private, for-
profit company, Corrections Corporation of  America 
(CCA). It is about a 45-minute drive from Koinonia 
Farm. The prison holds undocumented men, who are 
awaiting an immigration hearing.

For several years, we have been visiting detainees 
at Stewart. Each of  us has the name of  a specific 
man and after a pass through a metal detector and 
a thorough patting down, we are led to a series 
of  cubicles. Through plexiglass and by use of  a 
telephone receiver, we converse with the person we 
have come to see. From experience, we know that 
most of  the men will be deported. For more than a 
year now, Koinonia Farm has been coordinating a 

Stewart Detention Center: 
Clothes (& love) welcome
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Community News

Bulletin Board

It’s All About Working Together
By Katie Miles

Koinonia believes in sustainable farming 
practices not only for our own farm, but also for 
farmers across the world. One way Koinonia 
supports these practices is by featuring fair trade 
ingredients in our products and fair trade goods 
in our on-site and online stores and in our 
catalog. 

Fairly-traded goods focus on sustainability 
for both the land and the people working it. 
Our chocolate barks are made with fair trade 
chocolate, which allows chocolate growers to 
be paid a fair wage for their work. We have 
transitioned to using only organic sugar in our 
products and we no longer use high fructose 
syrup. The plan is to continue to make changes 
to our recipes making them healthier.

We also feature other fair trade items, 
such as coffee and tea. We partner with Cafe 
Campesino, a coffee roastery that works directly 
with coffee farmers around the world. Not only 
are their beans fair trade, they’re also organic! 
Plus, Cafe Campesino is just down the street 
here in Americus, so if  you come visit us, be 
sure to stop in and grab a cup of  their delicious 
coffee.

We work with Equal Exchange to provide 
teas and cocoas from cooperatives around the 
world.

Another partnership Koinonia has is with 
Canaan Fair Trade, an organization dedicated 
to peace in Palestine and Israel. By selling their 

olive oil, spices, and olive oil soap, we can help 
their work for peace and sustainable agriculture, 
and know that farmers in the midst of  a war 
zone can earn a fair wage for their products.

Fair trade products don’t always come from 
halfway around the world. Koinonia’s newest 
fair trade product comes from close by the farm: 
Nashville, Tennessee. WOW! Soap is made by 
young women from the South Nashville area. 
These women make the soap and learn business 
practices as well. They are able to earn money 
for college scholarships and provide support for 
the Harvest Hands ministry. 

Koinonia is excited to partner with these 
women and help their product reach a wider 

audience. As with any fair trade product, buying 
this soap is more than just buying a product. It 
is allowing people to earn money for themselves 
and create opportunities for a better life.

Our Partnership Made T-shirts are printed 
by Ashbury Images, who provide employment, 
job training, and other services to at-risk youth 
recovering from poverty, substance abuse, and 
homelessness in San Francisco.

Be sure to check out our webstore or our 
catalog to see all the variety of  people we 
help support in their efforts to make the world 
a better place. Join us in partnering with 
individuals and businesses around the globe. 
Together, we can have a much larger impact.

Update on Bren
By Katie Miles

As many of you know, our director 
Bren Dubay was diagnosed with breast 
cancer and underwent surgery and 
radiation treatments last summer and 
fall. She spent time away from Koinonia 
recovering and taking needed time to 
rest and heal. While she was away, Amanda Moore served as acting 
director and Sandy Thornburgh as acting assistant director.

We are thrilled to have Bren back healthy and working her usual 
full schedule. The Koinonia family around the world came together 
to pray, love, and support her during this time and we could not be 
more grateful for the outpouring we received.

Please continue to pray for Koinonia as we do our best to live our mission: 
love through service to others, joy through generous hospitality, and 
peace through reconciliation. We cannot do it without your support.

• We’d love to send you our monthly 
e-mail updates. Send your e-mail address 
to newsletter@koinoniafarm.org or visit 
www.koinoniafarm.org and subscribe.

• Do you have old recordings of 
Clarence Jordan talks? Any notes or 
printed material from Koinonia’s early 
days? Please let us know or mail them to 
Amanda Moore, Koinonia Farm, 1324 GA 
Hwy 49 S, Americus, GA 31719.

• Are you our friend? Even if you aren’t 
an avid social media fan, you can access 
photos and videos at our facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/koinoniafarm. Or get 
a word from Clarence delivered to your 
newsfeed: https://www.facebook.com/
clarencejordan.koinonia

• Have you heard? Our next Clarence 
Jordan Symposium will be in Spring 2018. 
Mark your calendars. We’re also planning 
a Koinonia reunion during that weekend.

• Apply for our internship online.  
Also reserve your visiting dates online. 
Donate online. Just visit us online to see 
what all you can do there.

• Thank you for remembering 
Koinonia Farm in your will.

• Donations to our spring and 
fall appeals are used in serving 
others. Interested in helping with 
capital improvements such as repairing/
renovating buildings, purchasing or 
repairing equipment and so forth? Please 
e-mail us at donate@koinoniafarm.org.

When you purchase 
Koinonia products, you 

not only support our 
community and ministries, 

you support countless 
partners around the globe. 

Here is a sampling of our 
partnerships.

1. Fair trade chocolate
2. Partnership Made Tee / 

Ashbury Images
3. Olive products / Canaan 

Fair Trade 
4. Tea and cocoa
Equal Exchange 

5. WOW Hand Soaps
6. Coffee / 

Cafe Campesino
All items available on our 

webstore and catalog.

1 2

3 4 5

6

Page 2 Koinonia Farm Chronicle - Spring 16



Spiritual Life

A Brief Reflection: 

An Outpouring
By Bren Dubay

Your e-mails, letters, cards and 
prayers meant much to me. They 
reminded me in a most moving 
way just how fortunate I am.

Even though intellectually we 
know that breast cancer is not 
necessarily the death knell it once 
was, cancer is still a frightening 
word to hear. But I cannot say I 
felt fear. I didn’t. But I saw fear 
in the eyes of  others. The hardest 
part was sharing the news 
with our children. Especially 
emotional for me was telling 
our daughter. She lives in South 
Korea so the news came to her 
via e-mail. As a woman, I am 
very aware that at every medical 
appointment we are asked “Is 
there any history of  breast cancer 
in your family?” Now Jillian’s 
answer would forever be “Yes. 
My mother.” I’ve wanted to pass 
on much to our children — a 
possible pre-disposition to cancer 
was definitely not on the list.

I was prepared mentally 
and physically for the July 
15th surgery. I approached the 
operation as an athletic event 
much like I approached the birth 
of  our three children. When I 
learned I was “with cancer,” I 
increased my physical exercise, 
improved my eating habits and 
worked on educating myself  
about what was to come. I do not 
think I increased my time with 
God — happily, we already have 
quite a bit of  such time here at 
Koinonia — but my awareness 
and intentionality during those 
times were heightened. And 
something happened.

German theologian Meister 
Eckhart said the best way to 
find God is to “sink” into him. 
I sank deeply into something 
profoundly good. I did not 
dwell on being cured or not 
being cured. I had an awareness 
of  being loved whatever the 
outcome. I found myself  mulling 
Thomas Merton’s explanation of  
contemplative prayer — “finding 

that place in you where you are 
here and now being created by 
God.”

Outward signs began to 
match what I was feeling 
interiorly. The outpouring of  
love from my community, family, 
friends, interns, former interns 
and guests filled me. Prayer 
works. Whether the specifics of  
the prayer come to pass or not 
does not matter. As the recipient 
of  your prayers, I felt what I 
think it must feel like to be a 
child held tenderly. 

On a recent drive, I passed 
a series of  yard signs that read 
“Jimmy Carter for Cancer 
Survivor.” In less than 24 hours 
after President Carter’s press 
conference about his cancer 
diagnosis, dozens of  these signs 
appeared throughout our area 
(Plains is only seven miles away) 
and they are still there. All 
proceeds from their sale go to 
cancer research. There is one 
such sign at the entrance to 
Koinonia Farm. Like so many 
who watched, I was touched by 
Jimmy Carter’s words, smile, 
spirit and humility. I loved the 
laughter his humor evoked. Most 
of  all the peace he emanated 
affirmed the peace I was feeling. 

With radiation treatments 
completed, I prepared to travel 
from Texas back to the farm. I 
stopped by to see my niece before 
heading out. She was a patient in 
M.D. Anderson Hospital having 
battled stage 4 colon cancer for 
three years. I left Houston on 
Sunday. She died on Monday. 
I didn’t expect that. I was 
cancer free. Jimmy Carter had 
announced the same. My niece 
was 27. I thought about railing at 
God. But I thought of  Stephanie 
and how she exemplified 
Eckhart’s sinking into God. 

Pray for Stephanie Spates 
Soria and her family. Pray for 
President Carter. Pray for me. 
Pray for our world. I pray for 
you. It matters.

Praying the 
Lord’s Prayer
By Christopher Rozear  
Intern 2014-2015

At Koinonia, we pray The Lord’s 
Prayer at the conclusion of  lunch. 
I participated in this practice every 
weekday for my year as an intern. 
Reciting this profound prayer had, 
at times admittedly for me, been 
mechanical and done without much 
thought. However, sometimes I was 
struck by what I was praying.

One line in particular that got my 
attention is, “give us this day our daily 
bread.” This is a call back to God’s 
provision of  manna in the desert. We, 
as people of  God, are to rely on God 
to provide for us. This prayer is our 
way of  saying to God, “we trust you 
to take care of  us.” But for me I admit 
that I often ask God, “can I trust you 
to take of  me?”

In the middle of  this prayer at 
lunch, as I struggled with trusting 
God to provide my “daily bread,” I 
was usually staring down at an empty 
plate. I had just eaten a delicious 
meal. God provided my daily bread 
before I even asked. God provided my 
daily bread even when I was sitting 
there praying with no heart behind it. 
I was filled with deep gratitude at this 
revelation. I shook off the lethargy 
and the mechanical recitation and I 
truly began to pray from somewhere 
deeper.

There were many practices that 
I learned at Koinonia during my 
internship. I took them with me as I 
left that beautiful place and I knew 
that they would remain with me. I 
can’t say that I never mindlessly recite 
The Lord’s Prayer now, but I do know 
that I know something deeper about 
this prayer than I did before. I thank 
the community for gifting me with 
that.

Join the 
Koinonia 

rhythm, find  
FOOD FOR  
YOUR SOUL

Prayer bells - pause three 
times daily for silent prayer, 
centering, or just to be still.

Devotions - find material 
that feeds your spirit and 
give yourself  to it twice per 
day.

Psalms - read one psalm 
each evening with dinner.

Shared meals - find 
friends and neighbors to sit 
with at table.

Hospitality - true 
hospitality, invite people 
not just into your home, but 
into your life. Offer a safe 
space to learn, explore, and 
grow into a deep abiding 
companionship.

Examen - give yourself  to 
this spiritual practice by St. 
Ignatius, acknowledging 
consolations - those moments 
and situations that you 
feel completely connected 
with God and others, 
and desolations - those 
moments you feel completely 
disconnected or cut off.

Spiritual Rule - consider 
creating a more defined 
rhythm for your life that 
serves as a guide for you on 
this spiritual journey, look 
to St. Benedict’s rule as an 
example.

Join the Conversation

Read more.
Articles, photos, videos, and 

more.

/koinoniafarm
@koinoniafarm
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Feeding the Hungry

A Transformative Summer at

Peacebuilders Camp
Peacebuilders Camp at Koinonia Farm. We 
welcomed our 100th camper and also expanded 
camp, increasing enrollment by 50%! As always, 
campers had wildly diverse backgrounds. 
Campers came from Georgia, Tennessee, 
Alabama, Florida and even Qatar (our first 
international camper). But their countries of  
origin were even farther flung: United States, 
Mexico, Burma, Burundi, and the Philippines.

It’s so much fun to see a group of  African-
American, Latino, Caucasian, Asian, and 
Native American kids playing soccer and 
volleyball together on the field at Koinonia.

But it is not the sports, crafts, s’mores, ropes 
course, paddling, and camping trip that make 
this camp special. Our curriculum introduces 
campers to the Universal Declaration of  
Human Rights and we explore one human 
right each day. The concept of  human rights, 
itself, is a revelation to many campers. But 
they are also moved and inspired by people at 

By Jonah McDonald

A few days after Peacebuilders Camp ended 
last summer, a parent reached out to me to say, 
“You know, my son was disappointed at the end 
of  camp.”

“Oh no! What happened?” I replied, eyes 
widening and heart thumping.

“He was disappointed that I had never told 
him about Peacebuilders Camp until this year. 
Now that he’s 14, he’ll be too old to come back 
to camp at Koinonia again next year!”

On hearing this, my heart filled with 
joy! This is exactly what we’re trying to do 
with Peacebuilders Camp – offer a fun and 
exciting summer camp experience that is also 
transformative and deeply meaningful for 
campers as they learn ways to work towards 
peace and justice and to ensure human rights 
for their neighbors and people around world.

Summer 2015 was a banner year for 

Koinonia and others we meet on field trips – 
people who are working towards the universal 
right to education, to health care, to asylum, to 
a fair trial, to equality, and to the freedom of  
conscience.

Olivia, a 14-year-old camper, said that camp 
inspired her to “stand up for people and causes 
at school and in my community. I can join 
different groups that support different social 
justice issues. I will speak my mind more and 
step out of  my comfort zone to help people and 
myself. I will teach those who don’t know their 
rights.”

If  you are inspired by future leaders like 
Olivia, we invite you to share in the meaningful 
journey of  Peacebuilders Camp. We already 
have 60 campers signed up for the 2016 camp! 
Visit our website to see videos, photos and 
stories from camp and to contribute towards 
making this transformative camp accessible to 
all. www.peacebuilderscamp.org

“The God Movement”
A selection from Clarence Jordan, 

“The Substance of Faith”

Down in Georgia, an integrated 
group of  kids working in the civil 
rights movement ran out of  gas 
while they were out in the country. 
Two of  the white ones decided 
they’d go for gas. So they came to 
a farmer and asked if  he had gas. 
“Yes, sure,” he said, and he got them 
a gallon of  gas and said, “Where’s 
your car?” They said, “About a mile 
up the road.” And he said, “Well, get 

in. I’ll take you up there,” and they 
said, “No, we’ll walk.” And he said, 
“Why, no, it’s too hot. I wouldn’t 
think of  letting you walk! Get in!” 
“No,” they said, “Uh, we...we’d just 
rather walk. We need the exercise.” 
He said, “No, it’s too hot. Come on. 
Get in. I’ll take you up there.”

So very reluctantly, the two 
white kids got in with this white 
farmer and they drove along to the 

car. They stopped and got out and 
the farmer realized it was some of  
those integrationists. He became 
infuriated! He grabbed the can, put 
it back in his car, and drove off in 
a huff. If  they had been all white, 
he would have been a fine Southern 
gentleman, a deacon in the Baptist 
church, asleep in the arms of  Jesus. 
But now he was dealing with people 
of  a different race and he can’t love 
those people.

Jesus said it is not enough to 
limit your love to your own nation, 
to your own race, to your own 
group. You must respond with love 

even to those outside of  it, respond 
with love to those who hate you. 
This concept enables men to live 
together not as nations, but as 
the human race. We are now at 
the stage of  history where we will 
either take this step or perish. For 
we have learned with consummate 
skill to destroy mankind. We have 
learned how to efficiently annihilate 
the human race. But, somehow or 
other, we shrink with horror from 
the prospect not of  annihilation, 
but of  reconciliation. We will either 
be reconciled—we shall love one 
another—or we shall perish.”

1. Campers learn about SOA and 
2. meet with Fr Roy Bourgeois. 
3. Hayride on the farm 
4. Canoeing on the lake

1 2
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Feeding the Hungry

By Katie Miles

Koinonia is a place of tremendous 
hospitality. Anyone and everyone 
is welcome to spend time with the 
community, working, resting, eating, 
praying, and living life together. 
One of the most consistent ways the 
members of the community display this 
hospitality is by allowing interns to live 
among them for a year at a time.

The internship program at Koinonia 
allows people to become fully immersed 
in the life of the community for a short 
period of time to learn about everything 
from life in an intentional community 
to how to harvest blueberries. This 
experience provides an opportunity for 
spiritual formation as well as the chance 
to create community among the interns.

Live With the Koinonia Community for A Year
This internship program is open to 

adults of all ages from all walks of life. 
The beauty of this program is that interns 
get to learn about themselves, about 
community, about farming, and about 
people different from themselves. 

Each intern is immersed in community 
life and quickly becomes involved in the 
pillars of life at Koinonia: Prayer, work, 
study, fellowship, and service. The study 
component allows the interns to discover 
some of the hows and whys of life in 
intentional community and peacemaking 
around the world. They are able to learn 
more about Koinonia and its history as 
well as other communities. From the first 
week on the farm, interns take their turns 
preparing meals, washing dishes, working 
on the farm, and keeping the place clean 
and ready for guests. 

Interns learn through doing the 
importance of hospitality. They quickly 
move from guests to hosts as they 
welcome groups from all over the world 
to Koinonia.

The internship program at Koinonia 
immediately connects interns to a group 
of people who are trying to live out a 
demonstration plot for the Kingdom of 
God. After working and living alongside 
the community, Koinonia settles into 
the hearts of interns and leaves them 
changed. Koinonia is a safe place to 
come alongside other people and pray, 
work, study, fellowship, and serve for a 
while. 

Whether you are figuring out your 
next step or already know it, Koinonia’s 
internship program is a place to grow, 
learn, and serve.

Dreams
 Continued from page 1

As detainees’ loved ones learned 
of  our advocacy, they reached out 
to us. Through these relationships, 
a visitation and documentation 
ministry was launched. Three reports 
of  allegations have been published. 
Hundreds of  people from varied 
denominations — especially through 
JustFaith Ministries and Lutheran 
Services of  Georgia — have 
experienced the desperation and the 
resiliency of  those denied their liberty 
and due process at Stewart.

The pinnacle of  this faith-filled 
response of  mercy and justice has 
been the founding of  “El Refugio,” 
a hospitality house that serves 
detained immigrants, their families 
and friends. For nearly five years, 
volunteers have compassionately 
operated a place of  refuge. Free 
of  charge, guests are received as 
Christ and offered a bed, a meal, a 
listening ear, an open heart and a 
warm embrace.

In addition, to monthly visits 
to spend time with detainees, 
Koinonia is playing another integral 
role in responding with Gospel love 
and compassion for those facing 
deportation via Stewart. Koinonia 
members regularly gather and 
deliver carry-on luggage filled with 
the only clothing an immigrant 
friend will be allowed to take back 
to their country of  origin. One 
carry-on bag filled with clothing as 
a free gift of  Christ-like solidarity.

The current political animosity 
directed against our immigrant 
brothers and sisters is more than 
disheartening, it’s vile and seems 
relentless. But whenever I despair, I 
remember a quiet voice still calls out 
to the church today, saying, “Build 
it, and I will come.” Obedient, 
the church is building something 
beautiful and redemptive at the 
gates of  Stewart Detention Center.

Anton Flores-Maisonet is co-founder of  
Alterna, a bilingual Christian community 
in LaGrange, Georgia. He’s also co-founder 
of  the #ShutDownStewart coalition and 
El Refugio, a ministry of  hospitality and 
visitation serving immigrants detained at 
Stewart Detention Center.

Editors’s note: This article has been 
revised for publication here; the original 
version originally appeared in Mennonite 
World Review.

Bring Freedom to the 
Captives

By Emily Ling
Intern 2012-2013

I first came to Koinonia Farm in the summer of  2012. 
At the time I had just finished working at the ACLU for 
a couple years on protecting the rights of  inmates and 
I was fresh from completing graduate school where I 
had focused my studies on reforming the U.S. criminal 
justice system – a system plagued by biases, faulty 
processes, and a focus almost exclusively on excessive 
punishment. Although I had really enjoyed the work, 
I had also been increasingly drawn to cultivating more 
spiritual formation and exploring how my faith and 
my work on criminal justice reform might be better 
synthesized. 

Originally, it had been my faith that drew me into 
an interest in those behind bars, those who society 
had given up on. But as I started working on the issues 
of  why so many people were incarcerated, especially 
people of  color and people who were poor, I found that 
ironically most of  the people who were my colleagues 
were not people of  faith. Instead they were social 
workers and attorneys who were dedicated to fighting 
for civil rights for everyone. 

I was glad to work with and learn from them, but I 
couldn’t help wondering why the Church was so silent 
as 2.3 million people languished in cells, while children 
& the elderly were being sentenced to die in prison, 
while people spent years locked in solitary confinement 
for nonviolent offenses. Didn’t the Bible teach us that 
even murderers like Moses, David, & Paul could be 

redeemed and used for God’s glory? Didn’t Jesus call us 
to visit those in prison and share good news with those 
in captivity? 

Tragically few congregations seemed concerned that 
the mentally ill, the poor, and the traumatized among us 
were filling the cages of  the prisons and jails all over the 
country and I wondered if  maybe I was crazy to think 
caring for “the least of  these” might mean fighting for 
justice and hope for those inmates. 

In my 15 months at Koinonia, I often walked among 
the pecan orchards and asked for some guidance using 
the prayer of  Martin Luther King, Jr. that somehow my 
life could be “used by God so that all people may be set 
free.” After completing my internship and returning to 
Texas, I was given a great opportunity to work at the 
Texas Jail Project, a small nonprofit that advocates for 
people in county jails in Texas. 

On any given day there are 65,000 people in 
county jails in Texas, over 60% of  whom have not 
been convicted of  any crime, but who are often simply 
too poor to post bond and go home while their case is 
processed. Many jails don’t provide the medical care & 
mental health services that the inmates need and so we 
help families access those resources in order to prevent 
suicides, miscarriages, and other deaths. 

Thankfully, it seems a slow shift is happening as more 
churches are supporting our work and awakening to the 
need for communities of  faith to extend grace & hope 
to those broken down by our system of  “law and order.” 
Won’t you consider how you too may bring freedom to 
the captives?
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Feeding the Hungry

I would like to subscribe to the bi-annual newspaper, $10 a year.
I would like to receive: (monthly e-mail updates, annual catalog.)
Enclosed is a gift of $___________ to be used where most needed.
Enclosed is a gift of $____________ that I would like to be directed specifically to (name 
project or fund):
 Feeding the Hungry
 Travelers Ministry
 Biological Pecan Management
 Peacebuilders Camp
 Other: ____________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________

City/State/Country:_________________________________________                         

Zip:                                                       Phone:                                                                  

E-mail:                                                                                                                               

Credit card information, if applicable:      check one:       Visa                  MasterCard

Number:_______________________________________ Expiration date:_________

Making a Gift to Koinonia - Reply Form

By Bren Dubay

The construction is complete and it is beautiful. The Jordan House and 
the Fuller House are open, climate-controlled, and ready to receive guests. 
There are several ways to stay in one of  our welcoming and comfortable 
guest houses. Three basic ways to visit are:

Come, See, & Serve is for those who want to participate in the daily 
rhythms of  our life and includes working alongside us. Both individuals 
and groups often choose this option.

Come, Rest, & Renew is for those who desire a private retreat. 
You’re welcome to join us for meals and chapel as you’d like, but we won’t 
make any work plans for you. This is a time of  rest. Perhaps you want to 
write, paint, read, get caught up on sleep, or all of  the above. You will have 
a chance to recharge in the quiet and beauty of  the land.

Casual Stay is usually for a night or two and is most often used by 

Come and See

Top: Guest beds. Our current bed accommodation is 50, RV space 
- 3, Camping space - unlimited.
Bottom: Guest kitchen in Fuller House
Right: Our new dining hall. We've already had crowds of over 100 
share meals in this space. With high ceilings, a surround patio, 
and clerestory windows, this is one elegant dining hall.

those coming to interview in person for the internship program or by 
family and friends visiting loved ones here at the farm.

Other ways to visit are joining us for lunch, shopping in our Welcome 
Center, coming out to walk through our beautiful orchards or by taking 
one of  the classes or workshops we offer from time to time. You don’t have 
to stay overnight to visit.

Know, too, that you are welcome to bring your own group conducting 
your group’s own retreat or workshop. And don’t forget, we rent our 
facilities for weddings, meetings, family reunions, and more.

Come and see!

Mercy
 Continued from page 1

ministry for those who are.
A detainee leaves the prison 

in a jump suit. He boards the 
plane taking him to his country of  
origin still wearing this jump suit. 
Upon arrival he is given a bag we 
have provided. We are given strict 
guidelines as to what clothing it can 
contain. Even the bag must meet 
specific requirements — zip-able 
airline carry-on size. We have found 
a backpack works best.

The book of  Hebrews teaches 
us to remember prisoners as though 
we were in prison with them. And 
Jesus tells us to clothe the naked. 
This ministry for the detainees of  
Stewart Detention Center allows 
us to be people of  the Gospel in a 

simple and direct way.
Our friend who was deported 

back to Honduras did not know 
Spanish and he was not aware of  
any family there. He did have a 
backpack containing a change of  
clothes.

On average, Koinonia is 
delivering 10 to 15 bags each week. 
We need your help. Please consider 
donating clothes as listed below 
and backpacks or send a monetary 
donation to help cover costs — each 
bag is approximately $50.

 • Shirts: medium and large • 
Pants: waist size 30, 32, 34 • Shoes: 
size 8, 9, 10 • Socks • Undershirts: 
medium and large • Underwear: 
waist size less than 36 • Zip-able 
backpacks

Koinonia Farm and the men at 
Stewart Detention Center gratefully 
appreciate your help.

Contact us to schedule your visit. Ask us about 
renting our space for weddings, conferences, 

and events. www.koinoniafarm.org/visit
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Down on the Farm

By Brandon Goober

When guests come to stay on the farm, they almost 
always have certain visions and expectations 
in mind—rolling green pastures, grazing cattle 
drifting about, chickens clucking and scratching 
through grain, hogs eating the leftover scraps, tall 
corn plants waving in the gentle breeze, beans 
and peas being picked, shelled, and snapped, 
and so on. We do that sort of  stuff around here.

There is a point during each day when it feels 
like we are a farm, a true blue farm, that visitors 
come and watch and observe as through windows 
of  glass. But that’s not when it feels most like a 
farm. It feels like a farm when a person who has 
never seen a chicken in real life can pick up one 
of  our laying hens who laid an egg an hour ago 
and snagged a grasshopper 10 seconds ago. It 
feels like a farm when a guy who kept hogs as a 
kid takes the evening slop bucket to the pigs with 
an intern and they reminisce about days past.

Chet Kendell once said, “Planting fence row 
to fence row may make more money, but not 
many places to love.” Making places to love isn’t 
easy. In fact, it can be about as hard as convincing 
a momma cow to let you help her deliver her 
calf. But we’re working on it. 

We are farming with hand tools and tractors, 
hoes and big green Deere tractors, because it 
takes more than one wheel to keep us moving. 
We are farming with livestock and vegetables 
because it brings joy to provide a rounded diet. 
We are farming with unskilled labor because we 
believe the future needs people who are excited 
about the gift of  land. We are farming with 
purpose—to partner with God and each other 
so the whole of  creation can come a little closer 
to complete, and in the process so might we, too.

“Desolate” is a word often used to describe 
land that is unfit to use, a desert of  sorts. It 
isn’t surprising to hear folks use the term when 

speaking of  land that is planted in a 
monoculture or land that grows seeds 

which have been modified at a genetic level or 
land that contains weeds killed by glyphosate. 

While it is easy to separate ourselves from 
“those farmers,” some scriptural wisdom will 
keep us on the same level ground: the prophet 
Jeremiah tells us that “the whole land is made 
desolate because there is no one who cares.” 
(Jeremiah 12:11) Out of  all the “bad” things 
we’re not doing, is there any good thing we are 
doing? Let’s focus on the good work that God 
has given each of  us to do.

We are doing our best to put forth a humble 
offering, a simple picture of  what it means to 
care for the land. As Jesus told us long ago, the 
farmers plant, rise and sleep, and tend the soil, 
but the earth produces food of  itself  without us 
knowing how. With a reckless abandon let us 
embrace the mystery of  weeds, soil, grass, trees, 
animals, fruits, vegetables, and the Creator who 
cares for them all.

of  pecans. The orchards had been managed 
chemically for many years. However, as 
awareness grew of  the environmental danger of  
chemicals, the decision was made to transition 
to a natural, chemical free management. This 
was actually going quite well until heavy rains 
and winds set up the perfect conditions for the 
scab fungus to set up shop in these orchards. 
With scab comes leaf  loss, and without leaves 
the trees cannot access the energy from the 
sunlight. 

In order to bring health to our orchards, we 
have a two-prong approach: improve soil health 
in order to improve tree health and take out 
the scab fungi. We are spraying the trees - their 
canopy, limbs, trunks, and soil with compost tea 
that is made from very fungal compost. Aerobic 
fungus can usually take out completely the 
anaerobic fungus (the scab). 

As the soil/leaf  biology increases and 
becomes more balanced, more ecological 

services are happening. Less limbs are breaking. 
Longer new growth (called terminals — this 
is where the nuts are made each year) has 
appeared. As soil health increases, the soil holds 
more water. More beneficial insects are present 
(soldier bug, trichogramma wasp, lace wings) 
and fewer aphids are appearing.

We still need to drive away the scab fungus 
- either by finding some fungus or other part 
of  the soil food web that reduce their impact 
or discover other natural nutritional recipes, 
OR get to a level of  soil/tree health that shrugs 
off the scab impact. In the mean time, we are 
not living in a toxic, chemical environment; 
our animals are living in a chemical free 
environment — even the vegetables we eat are 
chemical free. We will continue to see more 
good insects, soil critters, birds, butterflies, 
better grasses and forbs - more and more of  
God’s creatures that can only live in our kind of  
environment.

Making places to love: 
Farming with purpose

1. Farm fresh eggs from happy hens 
2. First calf of the season 
3. Bud break for pecan trees 
4. A bee enjoying clover

1 2 3 4

Saving the Planet: One Nut at a Time

We have two great problems in our 
environment today: Carbon and water. Our 
current agricultural practices have released 
heavy amounts of  carbon into the atmosphere 
and sent our soil water sheeting off to the sea. 
In other words, we have too much carbon in the 
wrong place and too much water in the wrong 
place! 

We need to put these two essential elements 
back into our soils.  In order to do this, we have 
to photosynthesize more and build our soil 
microbes back up. We need to help nature do 
its job. That is what we are trying to do here at 
Koinonia - at every level.

The pecan orchards of  Koinonia are grand 
in size and stand majestically over much of  
the Koinonia lands and houses. Through the 
years, they have produced thousands of  pounds 

By Betsy Ross
Sustainable Growth TX

Pecan Consultant
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In a Nutshell:  
The Story of Koinonia

Come Walk with Us
Are you interested in exploring becoming a member of  our 
community? If  so, you would apply to join the candidacy 
program. As a candidate you live and work in the community 
for several months while discerning life direction. This 
discernment period may lead you to formally petition to join 
our community, but it may also give you clarity on moving 
forward in life in other ways as well. 

Membership begins when you are accepted as a novice. As 
a novice member, you enter into a time of  a comprehensive, 
gradual integration into the common life through prayer, 
interaction with members, spiritual accompaniment by 
the novice director, solitude, study and participation in our 
common work. The novitiate is three years.

At the end of  the novice period, one makes covenanted 
promises vowing to live out the promises at Koinonia with 
your fellow members for the long haul or for as far as the 
eye can see.

By Amanda Moore

Koinonia, Greek for loving community, was 
founded in 1942 to be a “demonstration plot for 
the Kingdom of  God,” sharing resources, work, 
and prayer much like the early Christian example 
found in the Book of  Acts.

Our most deeply held beliefs are drawn from 
Jesus' teachings—peacemaking, radical sharing, 
and brother/sisterhood among people. In the 
1950s and 60s, Koinonia was fiercely reviled by 
many for these beliefs. Enduring violence and 
rejection even from local churches, Koinonia 
survived only by God's faithful protection. Our 
mail-order pecan business brought us through 
years of  local boycott, and it remains our main 
source of  earned income.

Koinonia is also a haven of  down-to-earth 
theology. Founding member Clarence Jordan was a 
farmer and a Greek scholar. He penned the “Cotton 
Patch Version” into South Georgia vernacular, 
seeking to place the New Testament scripture in 
the 'here and now' of  his day. His books and lively 
sermons are still beloved today, and his version of  
Matthew continues to be produced on stage as the 
“Cotton Patch Gospel” Musical.

Our life of  service has taken various forms 
through the years. In the early days, we extended 
friendship to our neighbors, mostly Black 
sharecroppers and tenant farmers. Partnership 
Housing, which later became Habitat for 
Humanity, was born here to help neighbors 
afford decent, simple homes.

Our current work is to Feed the hungry, both 
spiritually and physically. We do an internship 
program, educational offerings and, as always, 
welcoming people to walk with us on this journey. 

Come join our story!

Koinonia Farm Chronicle

• We are Christians in that we 
strive to follow Jesus’ teachings 
and example and live a shared 
life with one another inspired 
by the description of  the early 
Church found in the Acts of  
the Apostles.

• Because we believe God has 
called us to Koinonia, our 
commitment is long-term.

• We pray together.

• We work the number of  hours 
and days necessary to support 
ourselves economically and to 
build a way of  life together.

• We study together.

• Together and individually we 
serve our neighbors.

• We seek opportunities for 
fellowship with one another.

• We participate in community 
and team meetings and serve 
as coordinators, team leaders 
or members of  the board of  
directors if  called upon or 
elected.

• We agree to engage with 
fellow community members 
in a spirit of  reconciliation 
avoiding gossip within and 
without the community at 
every turn.
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Covenants Vision Statement

Love through service to others
Joy through generous hospitality
Peace through reconciliation

Mission Statement

We are Christians called to 
live together in intentional 

community, sharing a life of 
prayer, work, study, service, 

and fellowship. We seek 
to embody peacemaking, 
sustainability, and radical 
sharing. While honoring 

people of all backgrounds and 
faiths, we strive to demonstrate 

the way of Jesus as an 
alternative to materialism, 

militarism, and racism.

Friends of Koinonia

Would you like to share the 
Koinonia story with your local 
congregation, school group, 
Habitat conference, or other 
group? We’d love to come offer a 
showing of “Briars in the Cotton 
Patch,” set up a table at your 
conference, or speak about our 
community and work today. These 
events provide an opportunity for 
Koinonia’s friends to connect with 
others in their area, learn more 
about Koinonia, and help new 
people learn about the community. 
We’d love to take our community 
“on tour” to all 50 states! 

If you’re interested in hosting a 
Friends of Koinonia event in your 
area, contact Amanda Moore at 
amanda@koinoniafarm.org.

Prayer, work, 
study, service, and 
fellowship guide 
our life together.

Feeling Dry 
and Weary?

Take a rest at 
Koinonia 

Farm
www.koinoniafarm.org/visit

visit@koinoniafarm.org
(877) 738.1741 
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